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Homework Policy 

 
 

Rationale: At Holy Trinity Primary School we view homework as an important means of helping to 
raise pupil achievement and of enabling the school to offer some pastoral support beyond the 
school day. Homework is an opportunity for parents to become active partners in supporting 
learning. Homework should also be enjoyable for the child involved and should stimulate 
imagination and creativity as well as reinforcing what is taught in the classroom.  

Objectives 

1. to consolidate and reinforce what is learnt in the classroom 

2. to build up basic skills (particularly reading, writing and numeracy) 

3. to encourage children to become curious and independent learners 

4. to develop good study habits 

5. to prepare for the next stage of education 

6. to encourage the partnership between home and school to provide help, support and 
encouragement for pupils 

7. to promote a positive attitude to learning at home 

 

Principles and strategies 

• There will be a consistent approach to setting, monitoring and marking homework 
throughout the school 

• Although the emphasis  will be on raising levels of attainment in literacy and 
numeracy,pupils will be able to widen their knowledge base and study skills 
through project based activities 

• homework will provide practice in key skills, for example, communication 



•  homework will encourage pupils to become independent learners 

• Homework will be set regularly to establish a familiar routine for pupils and 
parents 

• Homework will reflect the age and capacity of the pupils involved 

• Each child in KS2 will have a Homework Diary which invites parents to comment 
upon and sign on a weekly basis. 

• Each child in KS1 will have a reading diary which invites parents to comment and 
sign each time they read with their child 

• Pupils at different ages know what resources they will need to have, for example, 
reading or spelling books, tables and maths books, pencils or calculators and 
library or reference books to complete set homework.  

• Older pupils know what additional resources might be available, for example, at 
the local library or on the Internet. 

• Pupils who do not have appropriate resources at home are offered a quiet space 
and appropriate resources such as our homework club where they can complete 
their set homework and pursue their independent learning. 

• Praise and positive rewards are used to encourage regular and successful 
commitment to homework and that pupils who fail to make that commitment 
understand the possible consequences in terms of personal achievement 

 



How Parents and Carers Can Support Pupils’ Learning Through Homework 

Parents and carers play a vital role in their children’s lasting success. At Holy Trinity Primary 
school, homework plays a valuable part of our home-school policy as a whole. That partnership is 
reflected in our Home-School Agreement which makes it clear that we see the support for 
homework as a joint undertaking.  

Homework policy is also set out in all the publications provided by the school for parents and 
members of the local community.  

Each child is provided with a Reading/Homework Diary which invites parents to comment upon 
and sign on a daily/weekly basis. 

We aim to involve parents wherever possible in supporting their children’s learning.  

We recommend that parents give a little time every day for homework rather than an intensive 
period once or twice a week. Parents and carers can help with homework in different ways at 
different stages.  

Most important, parents and carers are asked to: 

• make it clear to pupils how much they value homework and support the school in explaining 
how it can help their learning 

• praise and encourage pupils when they take pride in their homework 

• provide a peaceful and comfortable place, free from distractions such as television, where 
pupils can concentrate on their homework. If this is difficult, parents might encourage pupils 
to attend other places where homework can be done, such as study clubs or study support 
centres 

• encourage pupils of all ages to read as much and as widely 

• Ensure Reading/Homework Diaries are filled in as appropriate. 



Key Stage 1: Years 1–2 

For the youngest children in Key Stage 1 the activities which teachers set to be done at home 
may not be described as ‘homework’ but they all support successful learning. The activities or 
tasks which the youngest children bring home are designed, wherever possible, to involve some 
form of activity and invite parental interest and involvement. Homework activities for children 
at this developmental stage will take into account:  

• the vital importance of developing reading, writing and numeracy skills 

• the relative development and tolerance of children in Years R,y1 and y2 

• the need for clear, regular and achievable tasks and monitoring 

• the full potential range of partnership by parents 

• the additional needs of some children for extra help. 

Class teachers will recommend that reading takes place every day.  

We will aim to provide a sensible programme for homework activities in Key Stage 1 which will 
occupy on average about 1 hour per week. The homework set will be primarily reading, spellings, 
other literacy work and number work. 

Reading can involve parents in listening, discussing characters or plot; asking questions and 
helping pupils to know sounds and basic punctuation. The other homework activities will be 
designed to be as enjoyable and active as possible, designed in such a way that parents can easily 
be involved: for example, recounting the day in school or writing numbers and letters the correct 
way, counting practice, number games and rhymes, board games, drawing and colouring activities, 
or learning key words and sounds. 



Key Stage 2: Years 3–6 

As children get older homework keeps pace with the more challenging demands 
of the curriculum and in preparation for the transition to secondary school. 

In addition to homework designed to reinforce basic skills, set homework for 
pupils at Key Stage 2 will have a greater emphasis on written work and on 
project work.  

The demands of the curriculum will gradually increase so that by Years 3 and 4 
we will aim to set about 1 hour 30 minutes homework per week. This will include 
literacy and numeracy,  with occasional assignments in other subjects. In Years 
5 and 6 children will be spending about 30 minutes per day on homework, based 
on a regular weekly schedule with continued emphasis on literacy and numeracy, 
but also ranging widely over the curriculum. 

The homework activities set by pupil’s class teachers may include, for example: 

• mathematics investigations 

• comprehension and creative writing 

• research and presentation of topics or projects from all curriculum areas. 

 

 

 

 
 


