
Holy Trinity Primary School Creative Curriculum Theme Plan for Rowans Class, Y4 

Ancient Civilisations - Terms 1 & 2                                    

What will we be doing during this creative curriculum unit? 
As scientists we will think of areas to investigate, inspired by our historical and geographical study – this might be on 
themes such as materials for pyramids and temples, weapons, homes and farming tools. We will look at the 
durability of materials, change and decay and link this to how certain kinds of historical evidence survive whilst 
others are lost. We will plan our own investigations and record them systematically. 
As historians we will study the civilisations of Ancient Egypt and Rome. We will learn about how these civilisations 
grew and expanded, their culture and religion, discoveries and inventions, significant people and events. 
As geographers we will learn the location of countries within the Roman Empire and of Egypt within Africa. We will 
explore the importance of the River Nile in a country that was largely desert.  We will use mapping skills to create 
our own map of the Roman underworld. 
 As designers we will make working sundials and water clocks, based on Roman and Egyptian designs and use them 
to tell the time. We will study Roman mosaics and pots and make our own. We will look at the art of Ancient Egypt 
and design our own mural and sarcophagus. 
As musicians we will look at the kinds of instruments that were played in Ancient Rome and Egypt and improvise 
music using similar modern instruments, including the recorder and percussion. We will learn to play simple tunes 
on the recorder. 

Our Creative Curriculum will develop these three key themes: 

Creativity Perseverance Spirituality 

To develop our pupils’ creative skills, 
we will explore the art and 
technology of the two old 
civilisations and have ideas for our 
own designs. We will use drama and 
music to enhance our understanding 
of the topic. 
 

To develop our pupils’ perseverance, 
we will encourage independent 
learning, support them when things 
go wrong and help them look for 
solutions. For example, in designing a 
water clock, we will encourage them 
to persist if the design does not work 
and encourage them to adapt it. 

To develop our pupils’ spirituality, 
we will compare the oppression by 
the Romans and Egyptians of other 
peoples and compare it with 
oppression today in the world. We 
will consider the morality of owning 
and exploiting slaves. 
 

What other subjects will we learn during these terms, while the topic is being studied? 

RE 
The Bible: We will learn about the 
composition of the Bible and the 
Christian belief that it is God’s word. 
We will learn about the different 
kinds of writing in the Bible and learn 
stories from the Old and New 
Testaments. 
Harvest: We will celebrate our 
harvest “wealth”, whilst 
remembering those in the world who 
are not so lucky. We will learn about 
poverty and the unfair distribution of 
wealth and resources. 
Christmas: We will revisit the 
Christmas story from different points 
of view. 

PE 
Tag rugby: We will learn to pass and 
catch accurately and how to run and 
dodge effectively. 
Rounders 
Tennis: We will learn to return a ball 
that is bowled accurately and 
develop a rally with a partner. 
Gymnastics: We will learn to develop 
balances on one or two body parts 
and how to move in and out of these 
smoothly to develop a short 
sequence. We will also work on 
partnered balance and sequences. 

French 
(We use the ‘La Jolie Ronde’ scheme 
as a basis for our French learning at 
KS2) 
 
We will learn to speak, read and 
write short phrases in French using 
familiar themes, e.g. e.g. parts of the 
face and body, family members, 
colours and numbers and Christmas 



 

Science History Geography 
Materials 
Identify, name, describe, classify, 
compare properties and changes. 
 
Look at the practical uses of 
everyday materials. 

The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain 
 
Early Civilizations achievements and 
an in-depth study of Ancient Egypt 
 
History of interest to pupils within 
this topic 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features studied. 
 
Use the eight points of a compass, 
four-figure grid references, symbols 
and keys (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the world. 

Art & Design  Design & Technology 

Use experiences, other subjects 
across the curriculum and ideas 
as inspiration for artwork. 

 
Develop and share ideas in a 
sketchbook and in finished products. 
 
Improve mastery of techniques. 
 
Learn about the great artists, 
architects and designers in history. 

 

 
 
 
 

Design, make and evaluate products  
 
Apply our technical knowledge to 
solve problems 
 
Apply our understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures. 

 

Music Computing Cross-Curricular Literacy 

 Play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using voice and 

playing instruments with increasing 

accuracy, control and expression. 

Improvise and compose music using 

the inter-related dimensions of 

music separately and in 

combination. 

Appreciate and understand a wide 

range of high-quality live and 

recorded music from different 

traditions and from great musicians 

and composers. 

To be confirmed: 
 
Our new IT curriculum is currently 
being re-developed 

Instructions for a Roman feast and an 
Egyptian burial. 
 
Writing about life as a slave in Ancient 
Rome. 
 
Myths and legends. 
 
Explanation of how the pyramids 
were built. 
 
Historical report about the discovery 
of Tutankhamun’s tomb. 
 
 
 

 

In this unit we will 
cover the following 
aspects of the new 

National Curriculum 
programme of study 

Year 4 Terms 1 and 2 
Ancient Civilisations 


