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 What will we be doing during this creative curriculum unit? 
 As scientists we will think of areas to investigate, inspired by our scientific and geographical study.  We will find 
out which substances dissolve in water, how mixtures can be separated and how changes in materials can be 
either reversible or irreversible. We will also study the life cycles of plants and animals, name, group and classify 
them.  We will plan our own investigations and record them systematically. 
 
As historians we will study a theme related to our topic, such as how the ways in which water is used have 
changed over time or how settlements along a river have changed and grown. 
 
As geographers we will learn about different climate zones around the world, e.g. polar regions, tropical areas, 
deserts and will map them. We will locate some major British and European rivers and find out about the 
human settlements around them. We will learn about the water cycle and the course of a river and carry out 
some fieldwork in a river or stream. 
 
As designers we will use natural materials to make patterns, e.g. leaf shapes and rubbings. We will compare 
naturally occurring patterns with manmade ones and use them in our own designs. We will create natural 
sculptures and photograph them. We will design and make a well and bucket with pulleys design a pump for 
water. 
 
As musicians we will compose music to represent the creation, the course of a river and a thunderstorm. We 
will listen to music on the theme of water and describe and evaluate it using musical terms.  We will make up a 
song or rap about an aspect of our topic. 

Our Creative Curriculum will develop these three key themes: 

Creativity Perseverance Spirituality 

To develop our pupils’ creative skills, 
we will explore the themes of water 
and life through drama, art, dance and 
music. We will create original 
compositions around these themes. 

To develop our pupils’ perseverance, 
we will help them to overcome 
difficulties in their water pump and 
well designs, so that they are able to 
modify their plans to achieve success. 

To develop our pupils’ spirituality, we 
will learn that people of faith believe 
that God made our planet and that life 
is to be respected and cared for. 

What other subjects will we learn during these terms, while the topic is being studied? 

RE:  
Pilgrimage- We will learn what a 
pilgrimage means and find out about 
major pilgrimages in different 
religions, e.g. Lourdes or The Holy 
Land in Christianity; the Hajj in Islam. 
 
Easter: We will learn about the events 
in Jesus’ life leading up to his death 
and resurrection and what this means 
for Christians. We will think about the 
idea of forgiveness and how it relates 
to our own lives. 
 

PE:  
Basketball- we will learn how to 
dribble and pass a ball and how to 
shoot accurately. 
Hockey: as above, using wooden 
hockey sticks. We will know how to 
hold a hockey stick in the right way. 
Dance: We will make up our own 
dances on topic-related themes. 
Football: we will learn how to dribble, 
pass, change direction and run whilst 
controlling the ball. We will learn the 
best ways to attack and defend. 
 

French 
(We use the ‘La Jolie Ronde’ scheme as 
a basis for our French learning at KS2) 
  
Y4 Programme of study, including 
domestic and zoo animals, classroom 
objects and foods. 

 



 
 
. 
 

Covering the new National Curriculum: 

Science History Geography 

Look at the function of parts of 
flowering plants, requirements of 
growth, water transportation in plants, 
life cycles and seed dispersal. 
 
 Identify and name plants and animals 
 Look at classification keys. 
Look at the life cycle of animals and 
plants. 
 Look at classification of plants, 
animals and micro organisms. 
 Look at reproduction in plants and 
animals. 
Look at solids, liquids and gases, 
changes of state, evaporation, 
condensation and the water cycle. 
 

History of interest to pupils.  
 
A study of a theme in British history, 
e.g. how water use has changed over 
time. 

 Locate the geographic zones of the 
world and understand their 
significance. 
Describe and understand key aspects 
of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers and the water cycle. 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital 
/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied. 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 
record the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range 
of methods. 

Art & Design  Design & Technology 

Use experiences, other subjects across 

the curriculum and ideas as inspiration 

for artwork. 

Develop and share ideas in a 

sketchbook and in finished products. 

 Improve mastery of techniques. 

 
 
 
 

 Design, make and evaluate products  
 
Apply our technical knowledge to solve 
problems 
 
Apply our understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures. 
 
Understand and use mechanical 
systems in our products, such as gears, 
pulleys, cams, levers and linkages.  
 
 

Music Computing Cross-Curricular Literacy 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using voice and playing 
instruments with increasing accuracy, 
control and expression. 
 
Improvise and compose music using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music separately and in combination. 
 
Listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory.  
 
Use and understand the basics of the 
stave and other musical notations. 

To be confirmed: 
 
Our new IT curriculum is currently 
being re-developed 

The story of a water droplet/river 
 
Report about the use of rivers for 
leisure 
 
Explanation of how water is cleaned 
 
Reports of science experiments 
 
Life cycle of a plant/animal e.g. frog 
 
Protest letter about water pollution 
 
Poem on theme of rain. 

In this unit we will 
cover the following 
aspects of the new 

National Curriculum 
programme of study 

Year 4 Terms 3 and 4 
Planet Earth 


