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What will we be doing during this creative curriculum unit? 
As scientists we will find out about electrical safety and uses of electricity, make electrical circuits, design a switch, 
investigate which materials conduct electricity and conduct experiments to follow our own lines of interest in 
relation to electricity. We will also explore changes to materials and ascertain which can be reversed, e.g. dissolving. 
We will plan our own investigations and record them systematically. 
 
As historians we will find out about how the uses of electricity have developed and evolved during the last 100 years. 
We will also find out about how attitudes to the disposal of rubbish and care for the world have changed. 
 
As geographers we will learn about the composition of the earth’s atmosphere and the greenhouse effect. We will 
find out about the effects on climate and living things of climate change/global warming. We will learn about how 
pollution of water and air affects us and what can be done about it. 
 
As artists we will: create images /sculptures from natural materials; make collages using recyclable materials; paint a 
picture that represents the effects of global warming. 
 
As designers we will: make a windmill; design and make an eco-house that incorporates a circuit powered by solar 
energy (solar batteries). 
 
As musicians we will compose a “Save the Earth” rap; compose a piece of music in groups that conveys the ideas of 
recycling, reusing and reducing through the various elements of music. 

Our Creative Curriculum will develop these three key themes: 

Creativity Perseverance Spirituality 

To develop our pupils’ creative skills, 
we will consider ways of conserving 
energy and design an- energy-
efficient house for the future. We 
will imagine what it would be like to 
live in the rainforest. We will create 
sculptures using reclaimable 
materials. 

To develop our pupils’ perseverance, 
we will encourage them to see 
challenges and mistakes as a way of 
learning and improving. e.g. When 
working collaboratively in science, 
checking results by repeating the test 
so that they can say with confidence 
that their results are accurate. 

To develop our pupils’ spirituality, 
we will consider how we care for the 
earth and use its resources ethically. 
We will explore the impact of 
transporting food over long 
distances, the reasons for 
destruction of the rainforest and the 
inequality of wealth. 

What other subjects will we learn during these terms, while the topic is being studied? 

RE 
Islam: We will learn about the beliefs 
and way of life of Muslims around 
the world. We will find out about 
similarities and differences between 
Christianity (or other religions within 
the class) and Islam. We will learn 
respect for other people’s beliefs 
and lifestyles. 
 
 
 

PE 
Swimming: We will learn to swim 
using recognised strokes/ improve 
techniques. 
Cricket: We will learn to bat, bowl 
and field effectively, working from 
small-group skills to full games of 
Kwik Cricket. 
Athletics: We will learn to improve 
our skills in running, skipping and 
jumping and enjoy the friendly 
competition of Sports Day. 

French 
(We use the ‘La Jolie Ronde’ scheme 
as a basis for our French learning at 
KS2) 
 
We will learn to speak, read and 
write short sentences in French on 
themes such as hobbies and 
interests and clothes. We will revise 
vocabulary learnt earlier in the year. 

 



Covering the new National Curriculum: 

Science History Geography 

Examine the properties of materials 
using various tests. 
Look at solubility and recovering 
dissolved substances. 
Separate mixtures. 
Examine changes to materials that 
create new materials that are usually 
not reversible. 
 
Electricity 
Look at appliances, circuits, lamps, 
switches, insulators and conductors. 
Look at circuits, the effect of the 
voltage in cells and the resistance 
and conductivity of materials. 

A study of a theme in British history, 
e.g. the growth of industry 
 
History of interest to pupils 
 

Human geography, including: 
settlements, land use, economic 
activity including trade links and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water supplies. 
Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of 
the human and physical geography 
of a region or area within North or 
South America. 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied. 

Art & Design  Design & Technology 

Use experiences, other subjects 
across the curriculum and ideas 
as inspiration for artwork. 
 
Develop and share ideas in a 
sketchbook and in finished products. 
 
Improve mastery of techniques. 
Learn about the great artists, 
architects and designers in history. 

 

 
 
 
 

 Design, make and evaluate products  
 
Apply our technical knowledge to 
solve problems 
 
Apply our understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce 
more complex structures. 
 
Understand and use electrical 
systems in their products, such as 
series circuits incorporating switches, 
bulbs, buzzers and motors. 

Music Computing Cross-Curricular Literacy 

Improvise and compose music using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music separately and in combination. 
 
Use and understand the basics of the 
stave and other musical notations. 
 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and 
recorded music from different 
traditions and from great musicians 
and composers. 
 
Develop an understanding of the 
history of music. 

To be confirmed: 
 
Our new IT curriculum is currently 
being re-developed 

Advertisement for energy-reducing 
technology. 
 
Persuasive letter to council about 
saving energy. 
 
Description of an energy-efficient 
house. 
 
Report about visit to Create centre. 
 
A day in the life of a rainforest 
dweller. 

 

In this unit we will 
cover the following 
aspects of the new 

National 
Curriculum 

programme of 
study 

Year 4 Terms 5 and 6 
Energy and Sustainability 


