
Holy Trinity Primary School Creative Curriculum Theme Plan for Oaks Class, Y6 

Benin and Bristol            Terms 1 & 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Bristol to Benin    Terms 1 & 2 

What will we be doing during this creative curriculum unit? 
As scientists we will think of areas to investigate, inspired by our historical and geographical study – this might be on 
themes such as ships, bridges, musical instruments, etc. that are learnt about during this unit. We will plan our own 
investigations and record them systematically. 
 
As historians we will study the Benin civilisation, and the factors that made it thrive for so long. We will look at the 
influence of European invaders, and the effects of trade. We will link this to the factors that led to the growth and 
prosperity of Bristol, including the role of Bristol in the slave trade. 
 
As geographers we will learn how and why Bristol grew as it did, and how the physical geography of the area affected its 
growth. We will look at the location of Benin in Africa and learn key geographical features of the African continent. 
  
As artists we will study the art of Benin, and experiment with our own pieces of 2D and 3D art based on what we have 
learnt. We will develop sketches based on the stylizations of traditional Benin art. 
 
As designers we will investigate the concept of making playable musical instruments from reclaimed materials and using 
them to play real music on. 
 
As musicians we will study traditional African music of western Africa, particularly ewe music, and compose our own 
music in a similar style. We will study work songs such as sea shanties and learn how and why they were sung. 

Our Creative Curriculum will develop these three key themes: 

Creativity Perseverance Spirituality 

To develop our pupils’ creative skills, 
we will allow plenty of opportunity to 
develop the skills needed to make 
good quality musical instruments and 
pieces of art. Pupils will be given 
opportunities to experiment with 
techniques and materials, to learn 
their own strengths and aptitudes and 
to express themselves creatively. 

To develop our pupils’ perseverance, 
we will encourage them to be 
constructively critical of their artwork, 
model instruments and musical 
compositions, repeating and refining 
their work to achieve good results. 
 

To develop our pupils’ spirituality, 
we will discuss the moral and 
ethical aspects of the slave trade 
and the inspiration for the 
abolitionists. We will focus on the 
importance of appreciating and 
respecting cultural and historical 
differences. 

What other subjects will we learn during these terms, while the topic is being studied? 

RE 
Major World Faiths – identifying key 
shared themes between the major 
religions, and reasons in common why 
people have religious beliefs. Focus is 
given to how creation myths differ 
around the world. 
Harvest – exploring the concept of 
stewardship of the world and sharing 
its bounty as equally as possible. 
Global Christianity – learning how the 
formats, places and expressions of 
Christian worship differ around the 
world and between denominations. 

PE 
Rugby – led by Bristol Rugby 
 
Expressive dance: telling stories to 
music, through movement (group 
dances – collaborative work); 
symbolic tribal dances. 

French 
(We use the ‘La Jolie Ronde’ scheme 
as a basis for our French learning at 
KS2) 
 
Y6 Program of Study 

 



Covering the new National Curriculum: 

Science History Geography 

Plan enquiries, including recognising 
and controlling variables where 
necessary. 
Take measurements; 
Record data; 
Report findings and give explanations; 
Present findings; 
Use data to help plan subsequent 
investigations; 

A non- European society that contrasts 
with British history – Benin 
 
A local history study.  
 
History of interest to pupils (within this 
topic) 

Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a 
region or area of the United Kingdom. 
 
Describe and understand key aspects 
of human geography, including: 
settlements, land use, economic 
activity including trade links and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 
and water supplies. 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features studied. 

Art & Design  Design & Technology 

Use experiences, other subjects across 
the curriculum and ideas as inspiration 
for artwork. 
 
Develop and share ideas in a 
sketchbook and in finished products. 
 
Improve mastery of techniques. 
 
Learn about the great artists, 
architects and designers in history. 

 

 
 
 
 

Design, make and evaluate products  
 
Apply our technical knowledge to solve 
problems 
 
Apply our understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures. 
 
Understand and use mechanical 
systems in our products, such as gears, 
pulleys, cams, levers and linkages.  

Music Computing Cross-Curricular Literacy 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using voice and playing 
instruments with increasing accuracy, 
control and expression. 
 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and recorded 
music from different traditions and 
from great musicians and composers. 
 
Improvise and compose music using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music separately and in combination 

To be confirmed: 
 
Our new IT curriculum is currently 
being re-developed 

To write with purpose.  
(Persuasion, biographies and 
autobiographies, compose information 
texts)  

Organise writing appropriately. Note, 
develop and research ideas.        
(Formal and informal letters, 
explanations).   

Use imagination and description. 
(Descriptive passages and narratives)  

 

 

In this unit we will 
cover the following 
aspects of the new 

National Curriculum 
programme of study 

Y6 Terms 1 & 2 
Benin to Bristol 


