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What will we be doing during this creative curriculum unit? 
 
As scientists we will compare rocks and study their formation. We will study evolution and link it with animals’ 
adaptations to their habitats. 
 
As geographers we will study major the world’s mountain ranges. We will study the movements of the tectonic plates of 
the earth’s crust and learn about why earthquakes and volcanic eruptions occur. We will learn about the mountainous 
regions of South and North America and identify similarities and differences between life there and in the mountainous 
regions of the United Kingdom. 
 
As artists we will study famous landscapes featuring mountains and produce landscape pictures of our own, 
experimenting with a range of media and a number of different styles. 
 
As designers we will plan build and evaluate working models inspired by our visit to the Big Pit. Our models will 
incorporate a wide range of materials, and we will use the necessary tools to cut, shape and join them appropriately. We 
will use wheels, pulleys, etc to allow our models (or parts of them) to move, and incorporate electricity where necessary, 
to control the movement of our models. 
 
As musicians we will listen to and appraise music from different traditions that has been inspired by mountains. We will 
listen to and appraise songs from other mountainous regions of the world. We will use our learning as an inspiration for 
our own compositions. 

Our Creative Curriculum will develop these three key themes: 

Creativity Perseverance Spirituality 

To develop our pupils’ creative skills, 
we will use the Big Pit trip as the basis 
for a substantial design & technology 
unit, where they will have 
opportunities to explore the 
properties of different modelling 
materials to design and build a 
working model of equipment or 
machinery linked to our Big Pit trip. 
We will give the children opportunities 
to compose and refine music, and to 
experiment with the sounds and 
properties of different instruments.  

To develop our pupils’ perseverance, 
we will expect them to learn – then to 
know -key geographical features in 
Britain and the world, e.g. mountain 
ranges, countries and continents, 
oceans etc. We will encourage them to 
critically evaluate their models and 
artwork, making necessary 
improvements to create the high 
quality results. 
 
 
 

To develop our pupils’ spirituality, we 
will look at mountain pilgrimage sites, 
such as Hua-Shan in China, and 
examine why isolation and natural 
beauty can be  catalysts for spiritual 
thinking. 
We will look at the need to protect 
endangered animals in a variety of 
habitats and our roles as stewards of 
our planet. 
 
 

What other subjects will we learn during these terms, while the topic is being studied? 

RE 
Inspirational people – using our gifts 
and talents 
Pupils will study people whose faith 
has inspired them to do remarkable 
things. 
Hinduism 
Pupils will study the key distinguishing 
elements of Hinduism: Gods; places of 
worship; festivals; key religious 
writings / stories. 

PE 
 
Invasion games – skills and strategies 
for team-based invasion games. 
 
Gymnastics – more complex and well-
executed routines, at times 
incorporating collaborative elements. 

French 
(We use the ‘La Jolie Ronde’ scheme as 
a basis for our French learning at KS2) 
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Covering the new National Curriculum: 

Science Geography 

Evolution and inheritance. Look at 
changes in animals over time. Look at 
adaptation to environments. 
 
Look at differences in offspring. 
Look at adaptation and evolution. 
 
Compare and group rocks and describe 
the formation of fossils. 
 
  

Describe and understand key aspects of mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes. 
Locate the world’s countries, with focus on North and South America and countries 
of particular interest to pupils. 
 Identify key geographical features of the countries of the United Kingdom, and 
show an understanding of how some of these aspects have changed over time.  
Locate the geographic zones of the world. 
Understand the significance of the geographic zones of the world. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region or area in a European country. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of the 
human and physical geography of a region or area within North or South America. 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and keys 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the world. 
Use a wide range of geographical sources in order to investigate places and 
patterns. 
Use fieldwork to observe measure and record the human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs 
and digital technologies. 

Art & Design  Design & Technology 

Use experiences, other subjects across 
the curriculum and ideas as inspiration 
for artwork. 
 
Develop and share ideas in a 
sketchbook and in finished products. 
 
Improve mastery of techniques. 
 
Learn about the great artists, architects 
and designers in history. 

 
 
 
 

Design, make and evaluate products 
linked to our trip to the Big Pit and The 
Skirrid.  
Apply our technical knowledge to solve 
problems. 
Apply our understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more 
complex structures. 
Understand and use mechanical 
systems in our products, such as gears, 
pulleys, cams, levers and linkages.  
Understand and use electrical systems 
in their products, such as series circuits 
incorporating switches, bulbs, buzzers 
and motors. 

Music Computing Cross-Curricular Literacy 

Play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using voice and playing 
instruments with increasing accuracy, 
control and expression. 
Improvise and compose music using the 
inter-related dimensions of 
music separately and in combination. 
Listen with attention and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory.  
Use and understand the basics of the 
stave and other musical notations. 
Appreciate and understand a wide 
range of high-quality live and recorded 
music from different traditions and 
from great musicians and composers. 
Develop an understanding of the 
history of music. 

To be confirmed: 
 
Our new IT curriculum is currently 
being re-developed 

Use imagination and description. 
Figurative poetry (Linked to class trip).  
 
Recount writing in the 1st person 
(pilgrimage). 
 
Write stories about places pupils have 
been. Parallel narratives (characters’ 
experiences on and off the mountain). 
 
Write with a specific audience in mind. 
Organise writing appropriately. 
Letter writing – (letters from the mine 
workers). 

 

In this unit we will 
cover the following 
aspects of the new 

National Curriculum 
programme of study 

Y6 T3 & 4 
Moving Mountains 


