
   

              
 

 

Headteacher:  Mrs Janet Dickson 
Deputy Head: Mrs Victoria Shepherd 
 

03.09.21 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Welcome back to a new school year 
 
We hope you have all had a good Summer and been able to enjoy a little more freedom to do 
the things that you enjoy and maybe even see a little sun (in between the clouds)! At the 
beginning of this new school year, we would like to take the opportunity to welcome some new 
members of staff to our team. Mr Perry will be teaching in Year 6 alongside Mrs Latham on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Miss Hadj will be a teaching assistant in Year 5 and Year 6 
classes and Mrs Sear will be a teaching assistant in Year 3. We have also been working on a new 
school website, so please be sure to keep checking in as we add further content. 
 
We felt it important to send this letter to you in advance of children starting back at school on 
Monday as we know that whilst some children will be really looking forward to coming in, 
others may be a little more anxious because of the unusual year that we have all just 
experienced. Therefore, we hope that you will find the following information useful, both for 
yourselves as parents and to share, as appropriate, with your children.  
 
COVID information 
Over the Summer, we have completed a detailed risk assessment in line with the latest 
government guidance which requires us to put in place proportionate control measures and 
regularly review and update our risk assessments.  
 
This means that whilst the information we provide below reflects the current situation, there is 
the possibility that if there is an outbreak of COVID in school, additional control measures will 
need to be employed. This will be done in consultation with Public Health and the closure of 
classes will only be considered as a last resort. Whilst children will no longer be in bubbles, we 
are maintaining control measures such as good ventilation, hand hygiene, enhanced cleaning, 
distancing where possible and will be logging any positive cases. This will allow us to keep our 
risk assessment under review and in time, will hopefully allow us to relax some of our control 
measures further. 
 
Please note that whilst the responsibility for tracking the close contacts of pupils no longer rests 
with the school, it is important that you still inform us of any positive test results of children who 
are attending the school. This will allow us to keep a log of positive cases in school and therefore 
ensure that we have the appropriate control measures in place. 
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Additionally, if your child has any of the 3 main symptoms: 

 new persistent cough 

 fever 

 loss of sense of smell or taste 
please can you ensure that they stay at home, are booked in for a PCR test and don’t return to 
school until they receive a negative result or after 10 full days following a positive result. 
 
Key points as your child returns to school 
 

 Arrival in school from Monday – the side gate will be open at 8.45 and children and 
parents will all need to enter via this gate. Teachers for Reception (when they start), 
Year 1 and Year 2 pupils will greet the children at their external classroom doors. 
Parents and carers are asked not to congregate in the playground afterwards, but to 
leave as soon as your child has safely arrived. Children in Year 3 will enter via the KS1 
door and will walk straight through to their classroom. Children in Years 4 and 5 will 
enter via the KS2 door and will also walk straight to their classrooms. Year 6 children will 
walk across the playground, past the bike sheds into the back of the hall and through 
the hall into their classroom. 

 Children will not be using the cloakrooms but will keep their coats, book bags and 
lunchboxes in the classroom. It is really important therefore that children do not bring 
large school bags or back packs into school as there will be nowhere to store them. 

 Children are encouraged to bring a water bottle into school. Please can we request that 
it is of the ‘flip top’ style in order to avoid spillage. 

 Children will be able to mix with children from other classes outside at playtimes and 
lunchtimes. They will also be able to have their dinner in the school hall with their class. 

 Children will be able to order toast for break time which will be delivered to their 
classroom from Monday 13th September (a separate note will be sent out regarding 
this). 

 We are looking to widen the choice of salads, puddings etc. available for the children to 
choose. 

 There will be no extra-curricular clubs before the October half term, at which stage this 
will be reviewed. There will however be our school breakfast and after school clubs 
which can be booked as normal. 

 The school will restart daily whole school worship in the school hall. 

 At the end of the day, the side gate to the school will be open. Reception and Year 1 
children will come out of their external doors into the playground where parents can 
meet them. Year 2 pupils will exit via their external door, but please could we ask that 
parents do not enter the narrow passage at the side of the school, but wait in the 
playground for their child to walk around the corner. Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 can 
be met in the playground as usual. Once again, please could we ask that families do not 
spend longer in the playground than necessary but head straight home. 

 N.B. The school car park will remain closed to parents at the start and end of the school 
day 

 If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher, they will try, wherever possible, to be out in 
the playground at the end of the day, if there is a quick message which you wish to pass 
on. If you would like a longer conversation, please contact the school office and we can 
arrange a mutually convenient appointment. 

 As always, please do ensure that you label all of your child’s items of clothing. It always 
surprises us how many pieces of clothing we are unable to reunite with their owners 
each year! 



School dinner menu 
We have received a new menu for school dinners from September which is available on the 
school website. Wherever possible, please could you ensure that you choose your child’s meals 
at home as this make the whole procedure much more efficient in school.  

Change in INSET dates for your diary 

Please also note a slight change to the INSET days for this year. These will now be as follows: 

 2nd September 2021 

 3rd September 2021 

 1st November 2021 

 27th May 2022 

 22nd July 2022 
 
School uniform orders from Monkhouse 
We are aware of delays and difficulties with orders from Monkhouse. We will be monitoring the 
situation and trying to ensure that we have the best supplier in place for school uniform as we 
move forward.  
Please be reassured however, that we are perfectly happy for children to come into school in 
uniform that does not have the school logo on as long as they are in the correct school colours. 
These can often be obtained from supermarkets for much less than the items with logos. 
Additionally, we do have stock of second hand items of uniform in school available for £1 each. 
If there is something that you would like, please write down your child’s name, class, what you 
would like and the size required and we will do our best to see if we have something suitable. 
 
Medicines 
If your child regularly uses an inhaler or other medication which has been prescribed for them, 
please can you ensure that the medication is taken to the school office on the first day of term 
and the necessary paperwork completed (see attached form). Even if the medication is the 
same as before, please complete a new form. If your child uses an inhaler or epi-pen, it is 
helpful if 2 can be brought into school, so that one can be kept in the child’s classroom, with a 
spare in the office.  

Apologies that this is a rather long letter but we felt that you would appreciate the information 
in advance of the weekend. As always, if there are any queries, please email the office on the 
email address above. 

We hope you have a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing you all next week. 

Kind regards, 

                                 Janet Dickson                Victoria Shepherd 

(Headteacher)                        (Deputy headteacher) 

 

 
 

  
                                                                                                                     

  

  


